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They were humble folk and he carried them along with him and
most of them died.
A lad told him that a vessel with a cargo of hides was at an island
called Villafranca, where they had unloaded the hides to careen the
ship because it leaked. The Englishman went there and carried the
hides into his ship.
Off San Miguel he sent a ship to La Terceira which came up to
another English vessel which was chasing a frigate from Puerto Rico
and together they took her. After which he steered for England
where he arrived on December 26,1586.
He held Pedro Diaz a prisoner, under guard, along with the other
Christians he had carried off, about 40 in number. He insisted that
only Pedro Diaz knew where that settlement was.
The commander then went to London and raised men for that
establishment to the number of 210 persons, men and women, whom
he sent out on board of three ships in charge of a Portuguese named
Simon Fernandez, married in England, a great pilot and the person
who induced them to settle there. He left for this place in March of
1587, from London, and Pedro Diaz remained incapacitated in the
house of the English commander.
These ships reached the settlement and did not find the eighteen
men who had been left there, nor any trace of them. They left the
settlers there and returned to England where the English commander
made ready two small vessels1 in which seven men and four women
embarked for the said settlement (p. 4) with supplies for them of
biscuit, meat and vegetables, with which cargo he sent these vessels
out in command of Captain------2 with Pedro Diaz as pilot.
They proceeded on their voyage and had reached a point some
30 leagues from the island of Maderia when, having sighted a sail,
the faster vessel pursued it and so became separated from the other.
The vessel where Pedro Diaz was, continuing on its course, met a
French ship which overhauled it, came alongside and sent aboard
30 men with whom the English fought until most of both parties
were killed or wounded. The English vessel surrendered to the
Frenchman} who looted it, removing what he wanted. He left the
vessel to some of the English who on their knees begged him to
leave Pedro Diaz with them because without him they could not
proceed, and would perish. For his part, Pedro Diaz so exerted
himself to persuade the Frenchmen not to leave him with the
English that he prevailed and the Frenchman took him with him,
promising to set him ashore in the Canaries...
1 The Brave and the Roe. Cf. Rowse, op. cit., pp. 240-1. 2... Artefas... Amadas?